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The Utah State Prison in Draper Utah

It is a complex task to manage a population of
individuals who have been convicted of a wide
variety of crimes. An increase in gang popula-
tions with retaliatory tendencies has challenged
the security in our prisons.

Doing more with less is a reality for the Utah
Department of Corrections along with its sister
agencies throughout the country. The challenge
of a higher inmate to staff ratio and an increas-
ingly violent population has become both a sci-
ence and an art to manage.

The Uinta-3 prison facility houses some of the

worst inmates in the system. Moving prisoners
became a problem when the old PLC’s that run
the locking control system started to fail.

In 2005, the Depart. of Corrections contracted
with UtahControls to upgrade the existing
PLC’s with new state of the Series-6 PLC’s
from General Electric.
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With the prison bursting at the
seams with inmates, it was impossi-
ble to shut down this vitally impor-
tant housing unit to upgrade the
system.

Utah-Yamas Controls designed a
phased approach to upgrade the en-
tire facility one section at a time.
This was not an easy feet consider-
ing how the old system was wired
with inputs and outputs residing in
separate panels. Each section was
down for less than 7-days.

The phased approach allowed
prison staff to manually run one
section at a time while all of the
other sections were still electroni-
cally controlled. This greatly cut
down on prisoner contact, therefore
increasing the safety factor for the
guards and greatly reduced the
amount of overtime required by
prison staff.

For more information. Please con-
tact your Utah-Yamas Controls
Sales Representative.

13526 South 110 West
Draper, Utah 84020

Phone: (801) 990-1950
Fax: (801) 990-1955

Email: info@utahcontrols.com
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